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1. IntroducingMadron Parish

1.1. Introduction

This report presents the Local Landscape Character Assessment (LUNa&JrtorParish. The LLCA
study was undertaken with local community volunteers and led by the Penwith Landscape
Partnership (PLP), in close working partnership with Cornwall Environmental Consultants (CEC) Ltd.

Madronforms one of a number of Parishes in Penwitht have each prepared their own LLCAs at

LI NI 2F t[tQa W¢KLI WasoonLhQiNils withiNAsaitk 61 PdrdMPLE SsQWbldmes ¢ K
02 onwards) with Volume 01 Penwith LLCA Overview providing full details on the background,
methodology andutputs of the overall LLCA project.

¢CKS FANRG LINIL 2F GKS WeKIFIGQa aé tNepe2SOuQ [[ /!
Landscape Character Types (LCTs) for the whole of West Penwith. This assessment process was based
primarily on desktsidies, and formed the basis of the individual Parish LLCAs. The methodology and
descriptions of these broad Penwithide LCTs is provided in Volume 01.

By way of summary, the process involved identifying areas of land that share similar physical,
topographical characteristics using elevation, slope analysis, and valleys as defining criteria.
Resulting in the identification of a series of geographical areas that share the same broad
characteristics (i.e. hills and carns, inland plateaux, steeps slopa#vstslopes, inland valleys,
coastal valleys etc) and were found to exist within different parts of Penwith.

In preparing this LLCA there has been opportunity for local volunteers in each of the six parishes to
learn how to describe and assess landscdgacter, and for the wider community to identify what

they value about their local landscape and what they consider to be important in terms of landscape
character. The assessment process also allowed ground truthing of the LCT boundaries previously
defined by CEC.

CKS WeKFGOGQa hdzZNJt I NARAKQ t N22SOU KIFEIR 2NRAIAYIL e
Ay 2S&a0 tSYygAlKd 1 26SOSNI GKS t Nr2SOGQa NBYA
which prevented contact with volunteers and coranity groups for almost two years in the middle

of the Project. Although not all 11 parishes have carried out an LLCA, the remaining 5 parishes have
0SYSFAGOSR FNRBY 20KSNJ Fdzy RAy3a Fa LINL 2F GKS t
West Pewith.

¢tKAA [[/! A& Fty FaaSaavySyi ONBIGSR o0& GKS al RN
hard work by a group of community volunteers, who have engaged in both desk and field survey
work (come rain or shineJ.he completed fieldwork sheets weereturned to PLP who collated these

YR (GKS @2fdzyiSSNR& LIK2G§23INFLIKa +FyR GKSYy [ 9/ |
CEC to supplement areas of the assessment where returned survey forms did not contain detailed
information, or LCTs had nbeen assessed’ he Covid pandemic created substantial delays in the

RSt AOSNE 2F GKS 2¢@0SNIff LINP2SOUG 6KAOK faz2 | FF
events.

It was not possible to organisebae-dayconsultation event for Madron, ahso, to ensure the wider
community had the opportunity to contribute what they valued about the landscape to the LLCA
process, an alternative community consultation was organised for Madron. The presentation display
used for 3 of the other Parishes wasndensed into two large display sheets and these were
circulated in early May 2023, on the wall in the Landithy Hall for the Parish Council meeting, taken to
all PLP meetings in the village and put up at Tryhall School. PLP sent out notification of this
consultation to Parish groups and posted the details on local social media.
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This report presents the findings of the LLCA process and is structured as follows:

Section 1- Introduction toMadron Parish.

Section 2- Summary of survey, engagement and coraidin work undertaken itMadron
Parish to inform the landscape characterisation process.

Section 3- Overview of the landscapes and historic character of the Parish and a summary
of the findings of the survey work undertaken by volunteers and consultatients.

Section 4 Summary of areas and assets which represent those parts of the landscape
that are valued and protected through designations, as well as those features and
characteristics, and special places and cherished views, that are distieidion Parish
and have been identified by community volunteers through extensive field work and
consultation events.

Section 5 Fuure Project Ideas
Appendix 1- Figures.

Appendix 2- All character descriptions of each of the Landscape Character Types
identified within Madron Parish¢ based on information collated by the volunteers and
PLP (including supporting photographic record).

Appendix 3¢ Parish Packiapsand survey forms used by the volunteers to undertake the
character assessmeriDue to itssize, this document has been saved as a separate pdf to
this report.
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1.2. Parish Overview

Madronis a Parish of varied landscape character stretching down the western coastal edge of West
Penwith. Refer to Figure 1.
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2. Survey and Consultation Summary

2.1. Volunteers

A network of volunteers, wrking closely with PLP and CEC Ltd, were engaged and trained to review,
record and present their impressions of the landscapdgladiron. This process is further described

in Volume 01.

An initial introductory training session was held 11th July 2019vhereby CEC Ltd introduced the
process of landscape character assessment and how this would be apphéadton Parish. This

was followed on by daytime training event on Saturday 13th July 2019 where the landscapes of
Madronwere explored further and triaing in the field was provided by CEC Ltd.

Penwith Landscape Partnership

Kynsa ha Diwettha — Agan Tirwedh Bewa ha Gonis

First and Last - Our Living Working Landscape

Structure for the Day

ELETTI Arrival and tea / coffee
10.10am Welcome and Introductions — What to expect from the day. Housekeeping. Signing in.

10.15am Workshop 1 - Outdoors - Reviewing Field Survey Forms and how the different
categories may be presented in the field / what to look for.

Workshop 2 — Indoors - Understanding the Landscape Character Hierarchy- Reviewing
the National Character Area 156 West Penwith profile, Landscape Character Area
descriptions for LCAO3 Penwith Central Hills and LCAO4 Mount’s Bay. Looking at the draft
Landscape Character Types for Madron to compare to NCA and LCA. Discussion.

11.30am Workshop 3 - Indoors - Reviewing the Parish Packs - Maps and Background
Information. Marking up Maps and reviewing Draft Key Features Map. Reviewing LCTs
and example photos. Discussion. Summary of Morning Session.

m Lunch break (Pasties, tea and coffee provided).

EVSITT Presentation - Introduction to Field Work.
Workshop 4 — Outdoors - Field Work Practice - completing survey sheets and taking
photographs at two locations.

This is an outdoor activity and we will drive in shared cars to suitable areas to practice.
Please wear suitable clothing and sturdy footwear (walking boots or wellies, do not wear
sandals or shoes with no grip). Bring drinking water and sun screen / hat.

Return to venue - tea, coffee, biscuits. Informal discussion / questions.

4.00pm What next - likely dates and survey timeframes, marking up plan of Parish survey areas
per team. Distributing survey material and equipment to volunteers.
EEETTIN Close
That’s our Parish Local Landscape Character Assessment for Penwith
Yth yw agan Pluw Parish LLCA Training

cCC = A

LOTTERY FUNDED
ARGHASYS ORE WAS OALL

Figure2 - Programme for the volunteer training day
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2.2. Field Work

Following on from the introductory and training days sessions, volunteers chose groups to work in

and decided which of the defined Pariglide LCTs they wished to survey and report on.

Once geographical areas of landscape (single or several LCTs) wgredisslunteers began their
work in the field. They systematically visited their LCTs by car and foot, and always from publicly

accessible vantage points.

Volunteersurvey work started in July 2019 watsmall group of volunteers venturing out in theld

- exploring and collating information on the landscape of their Parish. Using maps, survey forms and

photo sheets to record their findings and submit them for processing by PLP and CEC Ltd.

Figure3 - Field survey photaecord with correspondingfield surveyphoto
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Figure4 - Extracts from completed survey form
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3. CharacteroMadronQa [ yYR&aOl LISa

3.1.

3.2.

3.3.

Introduction

Landscape character information figladronis available from a number of existing sources, including
the generic Penwitlwide LCTs specifically defined as part of this project and set out within Volume
01. These sources provide the overall framework ofisgape character within the Parish and sets
the scene for identifying those aspects of thiadronlandscape that make it special and distinctive.
The following sections provide an overview of existing landscape character studies that cover the
Parish.

Thelandscape of théMadron Parish is described by Natural England at a national level through the
National Character Areas, and at a county level by Cornwall Council through the 2007 Landscape
Character Assessment. These descriptions are broad and codebdgiond theMadron Parish
boundary. Nonetheless, they provide the framework of landscape character for the Parish (with
identified LCTs broadly aligning with both the national and county level character areas) and set the
scene for identifying those aspiscof theMadronlandscape that make it special and distinctive.

National Character Areas (Natural England)

On a national levethe majority ofMadron lies within the West PenwitiNational Character Area
(NCA)156, with the southern area within NCA 153r@ish KillasFull descriptions are available on
the government website, link as follows:

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/nationatharacterareaprofiles-data-for-
locatdecisionmaking/nationaicharacterareaprofiles#ncasn-southrwestengland

The profilesfor NCAL52 and156give a high level summary of leswhpe character information and
provides

a description of the landscape character of West Penvetid western Cornwall
highlights key characteristics and ecosystem services

evidence of landscape change and the drivers for that change

statements of environmental opportunitgnd how these could be achieved

links to Area of Outstanding Natural BeaManagementllans

Landscape Character Areas (Cornwall Council)

On a more detailed county levalyest Penwith is overlain by four of the 4hdscape Character
Areas CA) which make up the 2007 Cornwall Landscape Character Assessment. Thel\padisinof
is covered by two of these Grefer to Figure5 and Figure6 below):

CAO03 Penwith Central Hillthe majority of theParishexcluding the south easte edge
CAO04 Mounts Baythe south eastern edgef the Parish

Summary descriptionsor CAO3and CAO4re provided in Volume 01 Penwith LLCA Overview.

Underpinning each LCA are Landscape Description Units (LDUS), the building block for the Cornwall
CA These were used in the initial preparation of the pafdiandscape Character Types (L®Vihin
the Madron parish, there arel LDUs, each linked to an overarch{®g

LCAO03 Penwith Central Hil$ DU no. 276282, 274
CA04 Mounts BayLDU no. 417, 139

MadronParish Landscape Character Assessmdnne2023
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Full descriptions of CAs aetsoavailable involume 1¢ Overall ReporAppendix 5 These, as well as
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https://map.cornwall.gov.uk/website/ccmap/?zoomlevel=3&xcoord=145558&yce8idb05&wsN

ame=ccmapé&layerName=Landscape%20Character%20Areas:Landscape%20Description%20Units
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3.4. Historic Landscap€haracterOverview

Cornwall Council holds a wealth of information on designated historic areas and assets and has also
undertaken an extensive study of the historic landscamé Cornwallg the Cornwall Historic
Landscape Characterisation (HLC) (Cornwall Council. Z0a#) toFigure7 and Figure8 below.

¢tKAa addzRe ¢l & dzyRSNIF{1Sy (2 KStL)I dzyRSNERGI YR
character and issues affecting it. The HLC mapping and summary descriptions for each historic
character type can be found on the Cornwall Council web site at:

https://map.cornwall.gov.uk/website/ccmap/?zoomlevel=7&xcoord=15088200rd=37243&wsN
ame=CIOS historic _environment&layerName=Parishes:Historic%20Landscape%20Characterisation

The Cornwall Historic Landscape Characterisation (HLC) published in 1994, gives an excellent
snapshot of the pattern of historical landscape survivdithin each historic landscape character

area, a predominant proportion of features will date from the time period that gives the area its
name. Of course, as this is a landscape that has been farmed for millennia, all landscape character
areas will inalde some features which have been added or modified in all subsequent time periods
6SP3Id It GSNAY3I 2F FASER 02dzyREFNASa 2NJ 6KS O2ya

This map provides a very important online portal to access thisritsnformation. The parish can

6S T22YSR Ay (2 2y GKS YILE FYyR GKSy GKS RSaAN
la4aSaaySyidé YILI tF@SNAR IAPSE &2dz GKS 2LIJiAz2y 27
displays the historitandscape types identified by the Cornwall HLC study. Alternatively, selecting

Gl A&ZG2NRAROFEE YI LI tFre8SNR tSGa &2dz RAaALIX & | gAF
Environment Record.

The HLGdentifies the historic landscape &adron Paish asa patchwork of historic land cover
principally characterised kthe northern high ground beingpland Rough Ground, with the central
and southern areas being predominantly Prehistoric Farmland interspersed with deciduous
woodland in the valleys, aamental land cover and disused industrial land cover around Ding Dong
Mine andthe working mining aCastle and Dinas.

Much of the elevated areas in the north of the Parish both the Hills and Carns (LCT1A) and the Inland
Plateaux(LCT1C) are characterisbg Upland Rough Groundn granite or impoverished poorly
drained and particularly exposed downland which suppooisgh grassland, heathland, and open
scrub,typical of areas oliigher or more exposed ground Cornwall This landcover is a product of
prehistoric human intervention, which was maintained through medieval and early modern land use
systems.Over time parts of these extensive historic areas have been enclosed by both industrial
labourers and by an expanding agricultural population in the t@titury.

Prehistoric Farmland, withither medieval or prehistoric origindknown to be he agricultural
heartland, with farming settlements documented before the 17th century AD and wingeggilar

field patterns areverydistinct from the generally strght-sided fieldshapesof later enclosureHere

the impact of human action is oftemnderestimatedand this HLds regularly regarded as largely

Wy I GdzNI £ Q 2NJ WgAftRQd Ly FIFOGSE Al dzadzrfte& KFa
principal attribute, impoverished soil supporting essentially heath/scrub vegetation communities,
usually being a product of prehistoric human intervention, which was maintained through medieval

and early modern land use systermgday this is a landscapesvhall scale fields accessed by sinuous
narrow lanes bounded by granite Cornish hedges.

On the edges ahe Prehistoriccarmlandare areas of Post Medieval Land, enclogethe 17th, 18th
and 19th centuries, usually from land that was previously UplandgRderoundor medieval
commons.These areas areegerallyon relatively high, exposed poorly drainedparts of theParish

2 A0KAY GKS t NBKAAGZ2NRO CINXElIYR IINBS | NBFa akKk?z
valley areas for the production dimber, as replantings of ancient woodlands which had been
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previouslyintensively harvestedA number of Ornamental historéharacter areas can also be found
at Tregwainton, Trewidden and Kenegléere the landscape has beerliberately and carefully
manipulatedwhere parklands and gardens surroutiteselarge country houses, normally of 18th
and 19th century origin.

Althoughthere has been some modern development in the Parish it has largely retained the historic
settlement pattern of isolated farms and farming hamlets wita smallsettlementof Madron which

has developed both west and north from the historic core of ther€hwf St Maddern, Weslyan
Methodist Chapel, Smithy, and Penzance Union Workhouse.

There are a number of Grade Il and Grade II* Listed buildings in the parish, predominantly
farmhouses, outbuilding$illsand cottagesThere are also a number of Listeddges and boundary

stones along the highways. The Methodist Chapel at Bosullow is Grade Il listed, and the Church of St
Maddern in Madron is Grade | Listed, with Grade Il churchyard wall and headstones in the grounds.

Penwith Landscape Partnership Kynsa ha Diwettha - Agan Tirwedh Bewa ha Gonis ‘
] First and Last - Our Living Working Landscape | |
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That's our Parish Local Landscape Character Assessment for Madron

1Yth yw agan Pluw

e b i E Parish Bowdary |

Historic Landscape Classificaton |

L!J /-r':w:u- }I..:v d

Historic Landscape Character

CEC3247:0921 TS

OOC By

]
[T D

Jreions

Figure7 - Historic Landscape Character (nojth

MadronParish Landscape Character Assessrgénne2023
¢ K I QueParishq Penwith Landscape Partnership
CEC324Tornwall Environmental Consultants
12



Penwith Landscape Partnership

Kynsa ha Diwettha - Agan Tirwedh Bewa ha Gonis
First and Last - Our Living Working Landscape | !

? gl

§ -2

i I 4

3 [l ~7 =

{That's our Parish Local Landscape Character Assessment for Madron

1Yth yw agan Pluw

‘ [ —————

i i Historic Landscape Character

i Hisworic Landscape Classifeation e cusirial _‘ s i

Yrevsions L Arciert Woodlerd Settisment C20 CE C3247-V09-22 NTS LF

| O g
Conslmess Lul D

Figure8 - Historic Landscape Charactesouth)

MadronParish Landscape Character Assessrgénne2023
¢ K I QueParishq Penwith Landscape Partnership

CEC324Tornwall Environmental Consultants

13




3.5. The Landscape Character Typedviadron

The LLCA process has identified the following Landscape Character Types (LCTH)adithin
Parish. These are illustrated &igure9 below.

LCTX High Ground andPlateaux
o LCT1A Hills and Carns
0 LCTI1GE Inland Plateaux
LCTZ; Hillsides and Slopes
0 LCT2A Steep Slopes
0 LCT2R Shallow Slopes
LCTZ; Valley and Lowland Areas
o0 LCT3R Inland Valleys

Descriptions of the Penwittvide LCTs can be fourd Volume 01 Appendix.4rhey are broad in
nature and focus on the key defining attributes associated with landform anddawelr that apply
generically across the whole of Penwilthey may occur in mitle places in West Penwith.

The Parish LLCA process has built on the generic LCTS, providing coredutascriptions of the
locally distinctive characteristics, features and special qualities that are unique to the landscapes of
MadronParish. The sumary findings of this process of presented in the remaining section of this
report, with full Parish LCTs included within Appendix 2.

MadronParish Landscape Character Assessmdnne2023
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Figure9 ¢ Madron Parish Landscape Character Types
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3.6. DescribingMadronQ kBandscape Character

This section provides the summary findings of survey work undertaken by community volunteers and
the PLP project team. It presents an overview of the landscapadfon, and broadly follows the
headings used in the survey forms:

9 Topogaphy and Drainage
Geology, Soils and Biodiversity
Land Cover and Land Use
Field and Woodland Pattern

Buildings and Settlement Pattern

=A =A =4 =4 =4

Transport and Infrastructure
9 Experiencing the Landscape

These summarise more detailed descriptive text on elements that make up the character of the
individual LCTs withiMadron (provided in Appendix 2)5 SG I Af & 2y GKS t I NRA
distinctive features and cherished views and special places is pcowvidgection 4.

Topography and Drainage

Landform within the Parish is illustrated on

Penwith Landscape Partnership Kynsa ha Diwettha - Agan Tirwedh Bewa ha Gonis
First and Last - Our Living Working Landscape

Refer to dwg no CEC3247-V09-03

That's our Parish Local Landscape Character Assessment for Madron
Yth yw agan Pluw

. : Landform

Figurel0 andFigurell and images below

Madron is one of two land locked Parishes in West Penwith (Sancreed being the other).

The northern area of the Parish forms part of the spine of uplands which extends down the western
MadronParish Landscape Character Assessmdnne2023
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coast of Penwith. Théhree areas ohigh ground in the Parishise above the surrounding inland

plateaux, Chun Downs at 214m AQMylfra Hill approx. 218m A andthe moors to the north of
Ding Dong Mine at 220m AOD

From this elevated high ground and surrounding exposed inland plateaux the landscapedalls
gently sloping ground to the east and west into a series of inland valleys. These valleys arealin tu
falling to thesoutheastto the coast around Penzance.

Each of these valleys containgaagt-flowing stream fed by springs fromme high ground and surface
water drainage from the surrounding geytsloping topography.

Penwith Landscape Partnership Kynsa ha Diwettha - Agan Tirwedh Bewa ha Gonis
First and Last - Our Living Working Landscape

Refer to dwg no CEC3247-V09-03

Key Plan

That's our Parish Local Landscape Character Assessment for Madron
Yth yw agan Pluw

Landform

Conmvess

Figurel0- Landform in the north of theParish
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Penwith Landscape Partnership Kynsa ha Diwettha - Agan Tirwedh Bewa ha Gonis
First and Last - Our Living Working Landscape

Refer to dwg no CEC3247-V08-02

Refer to inset

That's our Parish Local Landscape Character Assessment for Madron
Yth yw agan Pluw
4» =] ;. (- (=) . S‘ ) ] . Landform
~~~~~~ ] =[] [ (-] ]
m—] e [ [ ) ] CEC B

Figurell- Landform in thesouth of theParish

Figurel2 ¢ Watercourses flowing it the inland valleys

Geology, Soils and Biodiversity

CornwallCouncil has identified a Mineral Safeguarding Area around Gasilénas for possible
future aggregate extraction.

Impoverished thirstoney soil andcidicloamsoften with poor drainageés typically associated with
the hills and carns. Here exposed granite outcrops of rock and boulders are visildlelfoa Hill.
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Farming practices have influenced the soils over time on the plateauxs and valley slopes.

The Parish isatgely managed farmlahwhich as areduced overall biodiversity value.The key
habitats are the interconnecting Cornish hedge field boundaries, which are important wildlife
corridors. Spring and summer sees many of these burst into life with wild flowers benefitting
butterflies, invertebrates and insects, in turn feeding larger birds and mamrRalskets oimixed
scrubgorse, moor grasand heath create valuable habitats and areas for feeding protected species
of small mammals, birdsndreptiles.

The higher open moorland in the parish is largely designated as part of the Penwith Moors Sites of
Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) affayginotection to the extensive areas of heathland, rocky hill

tops, acid grassland and wetlands. This landscape supports one of the largest expanses of lowland
KSFGK AY . NAGFIAYZ | K&RONMzd @ IOKI Wi DESUDESRA0KS
designation reflects the rich diversity of floweriptants, lichens, insects and birds that find their

home on the Penwith Moors.

County Wildlife Site can also be found at

Central Moors

Boswarva Carn

Chun Downs to Boswens Commo
Trewern & Lower Bodinmavioors
Trengwainton Woods and Carn

Drift Reservoir

Tremethick Moor

Newmill Quarry

Trevaylor Stream Woods
Rosemorran Stream Valley and Boscreege Moor
Churchtown Common to Trendine Hill

Trenowin Downs
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Figurel3 ¢ the contrastinghabitats of Ancient Woodland and Upland Rough Ground

Land Cover and Land Use

The type of land cover is directly related to the topography, underlying geology and soils. The poor
thin stoney soils of thénighest ground in the Parish over tidéls and cens are open with little
enclosure small areas of scrub with partised for grazing.

On thegently sloping land anshallow open valleys, there é&vidence of thantact Prehistoric field
pattern of enclosureHere the small scaleefid pattern iscreated by granite Cornish hedges. This
landscape is dominated by pasture with some arable use and pockets of scrub and te&sarish
popularwith locals and visitorfor recreation witha number of Manor Houses open to the public
andimportant historic and culturalsites to visit.

Thee is apresence of industrial workinggross the Parish, both the form of the active Castlen
Dinas quarry as well as past mining actividesund Ding Dong Mine to the north.

Thereare alsosomeseasonatamping and caravan sites.

Figurel4 ¢ Arable and pastoral farmland and open heath and grassland

Field and Woodland Pattern

There is little enclosure on the tops of the hills which make up the highest land in the Parish.
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Thesinuous and irregulafield patternfound on the lower lying landcross much of the Parish is
described by the Historic Landscape Characterisation (HLC) as being of Prehistoriehmigin
farming settlements are documented before the 17th century AD. These rdargiely intact with

small losses of Cornish hedges to enlarge fields to accommodate modern farming techniques.
However the ®ld pattern remains smalkQ.5Ha) to medium (1H&a). The largest fields in the parish

are found o the easern boundaryaround Garris Farmand Great Downgvhere they are up to
approx. 9Ha. The fields are lnwded by Cornish hedges which in the more sheltered lower lying
landscape support native scrubcsmall trees.

Irregularfield boundaries are a key characteristic of the Prehistoric field pattern, rather than the
areas of andin the centre of theParishwhich have been enclosed from previously upland rough
groundand these areas can be distinguish®dthe straight sided fieldrelosures.

The shelter of the gently sloping land and inland valleys allows trees to mature to a much greater
height than in the rest of the Parish where the elevation and coastal expsggniicantlylimit the
verticalgrowth of vegetation.

Ancient Woodlandsan be foundrosemorran WoodandTrevaylor Woodvhich is also covered by
an aea Tree Preservation Ord€rPO)'revaylor And BoskenwyrefP/7/10 TPOL There is a second
TPOat Poltair Manor(ref TPO16/0002R2 Exensietree cover is indicated on he 1875' Edition
Historic maps.

Figurel6 ¢ Cornish hedges in the Parish

Buildings and Settlement Pattern

This is a largely unsettled Parigiarticularly in the northwith isolated farms and small clusters of
properties forming hamletsuch as Boswaartheand Newmillon the lower lying land. The largest
settlement on the southern boundary is the historic villageMaidron, which has developed to the
north and west around the church of St Maddern (Grade | listed) Methodist Chapels, Bellair House,
Landithy, and the Peance Union Workhouse, all shown on the 187%dition mapping.
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Farms are often made up of a farm house and a number of out buildings constructed in granite, with
larger more modern timber clad barns.

There are a number of Listed Buildiragsoss the Pash including the Parish Church, chapels, tombs,
headstones and crossasanor housesfarmhousesmillsand bridges.

Figurel8 ¢ Newmill and Bay of Biscay nestled in the valley bottom

Transport and Infrastructure

Two main roads cross the Parish, thesyA3071 connecting Penzance with St Just and the B3312
from Heamoor travelling north wedb the north coast and the B3308&oth of these roads see a
significant increase in traffic outside the winter montisross thewider Parish there is a limited
network of narrow minor rural highwaysainly within the inland valleysThe roads are sinusu
following the irregular field boundaries and are bounded by granite Cornish hedges 1.2m in height
sometimes higher where the shelter from the coastal exposure has allowed them to develop shrub
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and tree growth.

The east and south of the Parish is codeby a network of public footpaths and bridleways, which
become less concentrated as you move west and north west. However in these areas there are
extensive individual areas Gfpen Access Lamadthe north of the Parish associated with the elevated

of the Hills and Carns (LCT1A) Inland Plateaux (LCT16)empdSlopes (LCT 2Rublic footpaths
surrounding the hamlets, and villages are wel used as are many of the path leading to high ground
and historical and cultural featues.

Wooden poles carry overhedihes along many of the rural lanes, which are much more visible on
the elevated open land than on the sloping land and inland valdggping indicates a domestic

Figure20 ¢ Granite stiles on public footpaths in the Parish

Experiencing the Landscape

This is a Parish of contrasts from the open and exposed commosigupdrting low growing heath
in the north of the Parish to the more intimate and enclosed character of the inland valleys.

The open nature of the elevated northern common land affords @apive views across the parish
and beyond to the wider West Penwiind Mounts Bay the south east. This open and elevated
landscape hasignificant time depth and haseen valued over thousands of yeafdis is evident in

the high number of importantsettlements andsites of worship and burialThere are over 50
Schedule Monuments in the Parish and the majority of these are located on the higher ground to the
northern area. These include the important sites of ancient settleisiahfor example Chun Downs,
Chysauster and Bosilliack, and numerous barrows, rounds hut circles and standing stones.

The lower lying landscape is a patchwork of pastoral and arable farmland with small irregularly
shaped fields bounded by Cornish hedgBise irregular field pattern has a prehistoric origamd
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remains largely intact with only some of théstoric field boundaries removed for modern farming
techniques. The Cornish hedges however remain a significant landscape asset to both the unique and
valued character of Cornwall. As well as this they are also important wildlife habitats for a wide range
of mammals and insects, acting as a natural corridors around the cultivated fields, connecting
differing habitats such as areas of woodland, and streafhese landscapes feseltered,natural

and tranquil with the bountiful sound of birds and insects, with Skylarks and Buzzards overhead, and
only the occasional sound of tractors in the fields or cars on the minor rural lanes.

The majority of the Parishith the exception of the southern and souttestern area, is designated

as an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) for its exceptional scenic quality. The purpose of
the AONB designation is to conserve and enhance the natural beauty of the landsthparries

the same weight in planning terms as a National Park. The AONB is also the boundary of the West
Penwith International Dark Sky Park designated in 2021.

The southwesternareaof the Parish forms the northern extent of the St Buryan Area eaGr
Landscape Value (AGLV) a designation which recognises landscapes of value to Cornwall.
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